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Short  His tory o f  W hit t ie r

Whitt ier  is  located in  Los Angeles County,  about  12  mi les  southeast  of  the  City  of  Los Angeles.  A
f ive  Member  Ci ty  Counci l  under  the  Counci l -Manager  form  of  government  d irects  the  City.
Whit t ier  is  a  charter  law ci ty  and  was  incorporated  in  1898.  T he  Charter  form of  Ci ty  government
was  rat i f ied  in  1955.  T he  City  covers  14.8  square  mi les  and  has  an  est imated  populat ion  of
87,190.  Businesses  and  industr ies  in  the  area  include  462  professional  services,  554  retai l
stores,  178  fami ly- type  restaurants,  45  manufactur ing  plants,  6  hotels  and  motels,  14  automobi le
dealerships  and  over  200  special ty  shops  and  bout iques,  predominant ly  located  in  Uptown
Whit t ier ,  as wel l  as the Whit twood and Quad shopping mal ls.

In  1784  Manuel  Nieto,  a  ret i red  captain  who  served  in  the  Portola  Expedit ion,  was  granted
300,000  plus  acres  of  land  by  the  King  of  Spain.  T he  land  grant,  in  what  is  now  Cal i fornia,
stretched  from the  hi l ls  north  of  Whi t t ier  to  the  sea,  and  from the  Santa  Ana  River  to  the  San
Gabriel  River.  By  1822  Mexico  had  achieved  pol i t ical  independence  from  Spain,  recal led  the
Spanish-appointed Governor  f rom Al ta  Cal i fornia  and appointed i ts  own.  In  1834 Mexico  began to
"secular ize"  the  missions  and  issued  land  grants  to  indiv idual  rancheros.  Juan  Crispin  Perez
received  a  grant  for  Rancho  Paso  de  Barto lo  in  1835  for  land  that  had  ini t ia l ly  belonged  to  the
San  Gabriel  Mission.  Perez  eventual ly  sold  f ive  parcels  of  the  Paso  de  Bartolo  land  to  Pio  de
Jesus  Pico  (1801-1894),  a  ranchero  who  had  already  served  as  Governor  once  (1832-33)  and
was  to  become  last  Mexico-appointed  Governor  of  Cal i fornia  (1845-46).  Pico  bui l t  h is  home  east
of  the  San  Gabriel  River  and  South  of  Whi t t ier  Boulevard  (El  Camino  Real) ,  now  the  Pio  Pico
State  Histor ic  Park.  T he  Park  has  recent ly  undergone  extensive  renovat ions  and  re-opened  in
September 2003. For more information on the Pio Pico Adobe and Gardens, please c lick here.

Modern  Whit t ier 's  roots  can  be  traced  to  160  acres  of  publ ic  land  acquired  in  1868  by  Jacob
Gerkens.  Gerkens  was  a  German  immigrant  who  paid  $234  to  the  U.S.  government  for  the  land
under  the  auspices  of  the  Homestead  Act.  Mr.  Gerkens  bui l t  a  smal l  cabin  on  the  property  which
stands today as the Jonathan Bai ley House T he land changed hands several t imes before 1 259
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